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10. Working with text
Text sizing
The Bounding Box around the text defines the image size. Width is the length of the widest points in the
horizontal direction, while height is the length of the farthest points on the vertical direction. When text
is rotated, the width and height remain constant.
When sizing text, you can keep the size ratio constant so that the length and width stay proportional, or
you can size the length and width individually.
There are three options for sizing text with a constant size ratio, or keeping it proportional:




Size text using the Bounding Box (in a Locked state)
Size text by changing the dimensions in the Edit Panel
Size text by changing the point size in the Edit Panel

Option 1 Size text using the Bounding Box
Step 1 Select a solid portion of the text so the Bounding Box appears around it. The Sizing Handle will
appear in the lower right corner of the Bounding Box.

Step 2 Click the Sizing Handle and drag it diagonally to make the image larger or smaller. As you make
changes, the text dimensions will be shown near the text.
Once image sizing is complete, the Edit Panel will show the updated image size.
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Tip The Lock Icon on the bottom left of the Bounding Box indicates that the width and length will change
at a constant size ratio as you drag the arrow, keeping the image in proportion.
Step 3 Make the text as big as your cutting mat, keeping in mind certain limitations. Design Space allows
you to cut or draw images and text up to 11.5” x 23.5” and Print then Cut images and text up to 6” x 8.5”.
(Print then Cut sizing may vary depending on your browser; Google Chrome can only size Print then Cut
at 5.5” x 8”.) If you exceed these limitations, an error message will appear on the Canvas when you go to
cut the text.
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Option 2 Size text by changing the dimensions in the Edit Panel
Step 1 Click on the text to select it so the Bounding Box appears. Once your image is selected, you will see
the size reflected in the Edit Panel.

Step 2 Click in the box next to Width or Length and type in a specific size. You also can use the arrows to
increase or decrease the size in 0.1” increments. The closed Lock Icon indicates that the width and length
will change at a constant size ratio, keeping the image in proportion.

Option 3 Size text by changing the point size in the Edit Panel
Step 1 Click on the text so the Bounding Box appears. Once your image is selected, you will see the point
size reflected in the Edit Panel. Point size (abbreviated pt.) refers to the relative size of the text.
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Step 2 Click in the point size field, and type in a specific number. You also can use the arrows to increase
or decrease the size in 1-point increments. Changing the point size maintains a constant ratio between
the width and length, keeping the text in proportion.

These same three options for sizing are available for sizing text without a constant size ratio, which
allows you the freedom to skew the text in any direction, horizontal, or vertical):




Size text using the Bounding Box (in an Unlocked state)
Size text by changing the dimensions in the Edit Panel (in an Unlocked state)
Size text by changing the point size in the Edit Panel (in an Unlocked state)

To unlock the aspect ratio of a string of selected text, click on the Lock Icon in the bottom left of the
Bounding Box or click on the Lock button in the Size area of the Edit Bar.
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